[image: image1.jpg]



Talking Points for March 2nd THP-Plus Advocacy Day

THP-Plus is one of California’s most effective social service programs.

A 2008 survey found youth who entered THP-Plus experienced a:

· 19% gain in employment, 
· 13% increase in hourly wages, 
· 39% decrease in rates of “disconnectedness,” which measures the percentage of youth who are neither working nor attending school. 
THP-Plus is an investment that pays dividends.

Based on a 2009 study, it is estimated that supporting youth in foster care after age 18 returns $4.22 for every state dollar committed. At less than half the cost of adult incarceration, THP-Plus is a smart investment for California. 

THP-Plus reflects bi-partisan consensus on California’s approach to Child Welfare.

In 2009, the nonpartisan Child Welfare Council, co-chaired by Supreme Court Justice Carlos Moreno and HHS Secretary Kim Belshé, unanimously recommended supporting youth in their transition from foster care, the very purpose of THP-Plus. 
THP-Plus provides former foster youth with the same common-sense supports in-tact families provide their children.
Most parents today provide assistance to their young adult children. Without a family network to assist them, THP-Plus provides former foster youth with a combination of affordable housing and supportive services, designed to help them make a successful transition into adulthood. 
